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Independehce Day Message

75 years ago, after nearly five centuries of European colonial rule, Sri Lanka attained
independence as a proud sovereign nation on February 4, 1948. We entered the
international community shortly thereafter as a member state of the United Nations,

founded on the principle of the sovereign equality of states.

In the early years of independence Sri Lankan statesmen played a prominent role in
championing the aspirations and priorities of newly independent countries at
international fora. Through the Colombo Plan, the Colombo Powers, the Bandung
Conference, and the Commonwealth, our leaders, including the father of the nation
D.S. Senanayake, were at the forefront in forging international partnerships and
strengthening solidarity. Under the leadership of the world's first female Prime
Minister, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, Sri Lanka rose to the forefront of the Non-Aligned
Movement, where it stood together with other newly independent developing nations
in Asia and Africa in support of self-determination, equity, and justice in international

affairs.

Through the provision of universal healthcare and free education, we have achieved
important progress in enhancing literacy, quality of life, and well-being of our people
during the past 75 years. We have also secured the nation and overcome terrorist
separatist threats to national security. Nonetheless, we must consider realistically
what we may have accomplished better. We have much to achieve in the realms of
nation building, reconciliation, creating national unity through a single Sri Lankan
identity, and constructing a resilient, sustainable, export-oriented economy. To

achieve these goals, we must honestly reflect and review, as well as plan forward.
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Today, Sri Lankans stand together in a united effort to face unprecedented social and
economic challenges through strengthened democratic government, reconciliation,
economic stabilisation, and growth. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will focus its
diplomatic efforts on maximising prospgéts for the development and advancement of
all sectors of our society. The Ministry-and its network of Sri Lanka missions overseas
are committed to securing international support for these national priorities. We
recognise the significant contribution of Sri Lankans living abroad and welcome their

continued engagement.

On the 75" anniversary of our independence, we have been presented with an
opportunity. An opportunity for unity, reconciliation, and the strengthening of ethnic
harmony and an environment devoid of populist policy to build a stable foundation
for sound economic management, recovery and future growth. An opportunity to set
our differences aside, to rebuild and renew with hope for success, prosperity and a
brighter future for our nation. We must be resolute in our commitment to seize it. We

invite Sri Lankans living all over the world join us in this crucial endeavour.
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