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&ENOL_BIT60MIHENT eTLIGUT HILD 318z Bumed A mUUSH 06V, &6TOL_GITEVBIH 6D 6T
aHTOBTOTUSDBTHF FhHeuTUihs WNBHTH6T CHmeulLBEUTIHT. DIHANTED  LOMHMEU]THEM6T
o enfHwns alpsHHEan  @aiGeurmaumd  ReuGousmenuied  FepsHHDETHF  QFUleug)
2 galween. BT QUUTFSamensenen GQeuplarons TS TaTeNS CHemeuliL(bD Dpdhd
(LpEDMUIIT 60T HbFHeneaTeniL IBITL_196V HINCEEIRIENG) [BITLD 6T60@6VIT(THLD Qu(pLd
QumrmiiienL weujsenTas 2 aTGemmLD.

DITMLOBHTEV  UFeOTMAN60 BT LUTFHITIONe LHFFenensenst 61FTOETamI(h DeummPimasTes
Soysemend  Hewi(HeTGenmd.  UWEBISTAUTEHSHMmS @BOUTHID  Bumfleamed  CHTHasHs
WRWTOsETN i) LI saHjwemns  FHhametemnw  OaTewi(heTeneujser  QHTLIhHS
Qamevelld OamennyhbHBuUTH, Omared GLeaFed CQaTCusBeu, OmaITed alleyul ailloeviy e
Guretm afy @rTamieus HMEVEUTHET LWRISTUTHHMNS CHTHasds  (WiguELaTD
SBBPHOWTET  ShHmaemwl  Seufseie &S  Curymgs  Osmewigmbsd  SrTamiel
2 S5HCWTHHB ([HHEH 6N o6n(h(HUF QFuIH6T]. UM ameug 360 Fymeot ST Swev
HM6LMLDHHIUHH GBS LD PGS G S, 690TL_61T6U T 63T Gmidw BTELHF )61
LWRISFTSHMS PODIPWSTES CHTHEQULSDSTE 6105 BDDEOSMETUDD MeauSH[BHS
BLOLIGEmEBBU  SITTEITLOT TS

BT HNETVHH6V 61HTOBETaTEHLD LFFFenenden e d Bl sTeoll LFFFenendser i6060.
SEHBWPMOULET  Falgl  @F JNIGWwempWIlmITLTs  6lwdHEG ST FFen o1 6rhd T 6ot
Sroysmend Bzpps0smerer (wujb. puimid BH CoumesH LEmas HIFISILBSHH S
O&meTeudNETH HTD et GFw CeouswiguOsTm GeausmevliuGd 2 _6lengl. HHHLOSH
Quruiiieny o flweurm HemCUMMIEUSTICLP6OD BID DieweTUHLD BTH FTTUTS 61O
o FFbal LU umseflenu eupmis (PuIsBeusmi(hLd.



Oamall 19 QsTomit uFsumey S (HUUBSHIUSDHETET @CF STy HHLULSF gOHMIFHe0 6TITLMS
BIEIEeT Ghy BTevHHe0 Uflbg O@TawiCLTD. DFHMHEMIOW ReVESIL UL L Fardh0HTendullet
85% @ Cuweomen erewiewidmBUIEI(HEHEG 1opw, 290 ShULHsmen gmml GrTul
Blemevemwulmensd S (HUUGSHS ULENIDWITET LDSHEH6T euUTpemed Wewi(hld OFHTLMIS  6IOLOT6D
wujorargl. ReuGaienen oL GHWLBUTH EHEHHEG PEINTLD HHLULFMUUD QIPEIGMBDEHH
Bxpemeuwimenr HGHULS OHHSHIHNT ReVBINBHGHH QBTeni(heurlLl (HeTend.

Aevmiend HNCUTH 1HTOBTEmIHEToN QUTHMTHTIL 1NTFNDIHEHBHTE  HTIJ6U0TRISHN6N S
Baps0smemi(h L  aUHLEIGNIST  QF0cumSHaI  JSHBTR  GHUISWBTED,  DHSHIL 63
BEUIL BTV HToBmeNd HWILMeUCsh STCTASHLMMSTGHW. @F DiTH 616D euenHUT6d HITLD
IIGHOFH BOUNNGHMBF QFeVIHHIGTGTTLD.

RevmienaswlesT QUTHMTSTIHMS UNIILUBHHIUOHIIMTEO BT HLHOBHTD, MHHOHTIO60
wpmiw GFmeumeT opFw  wein  fleysemenuyd  (perGaimm  Geuswi(hd. 2 6MBTL(H
2 _musSHenwl pabGHalbG  BHBeusnenuiled gOmILDS AUBHLTRISMBHH  Fal lgdh
Camerendamigul auPsefanss a18FL seuad QFasHd Gouswi(bd. @& OHTLFUTET 610G
Bxpdwds OameTemasser Wsad Oxefeuraiste SmUL@ID Sunpenmns CFuPUBHHHIDLCUTSH
@emaelL QFwourl( FHwmer umiseily @aGeumm sHmpulsd SmesHe0 Geusmi(hLd.

e1ogl Bl gen SlalmeHHF QFwupuThsafaiCuTsl  (WPHSBH6T (WPHéW BTTeRTGUITEIDTGLD.
WHeShamen  2ashGallUSNEG DTS UQUTIOHID BLOUYHMS 6I(HLLSZIL T,  6ILDHE
o eMBTL(B WPWHSBameniGure FjauBshs (PHeShaEnL eudwiom@w. aI@sFLomsl umflul
Senaleomen  HHSHIHLLEIS6T, Haiar OFNe0mILU e CarmeuliuBl MHBHOSTIEOHET,
2 VBF FHMBHHETO FhHHILUURBIGMET  gHUBSHSHID HHwW  elwmuimisensd  Fjaubsa
WH65h&6T CHmaulILBAIIDSE. DISDHTE TS0 GHTEHBEIGMENT SQLILIHL WITHEOHTEwI(H
o eMBTL(B levevd CeuelBTL (B  (WHSBHEHHE 61HITHSH  Heupmer  SIINTTUIBIS6T
wéHLD  CaTeni(hOFaOaID SyUetTumM! &HH6T  OBOLD SIUSTELOT B
& 5H3H60C6u6mT1(HLD.

Oamed (Ywmfemw ombGelesrdl, CHTH  WWDHAWTENTTHEHHEG 2 6T  HDL HM6I
SBDOTSH 61DTe0 QUTHENMTEHTY SialmHesHmw HFSILGSS (PRUITSH. LD DLLISGSHISS6N 6
wHHUI  saiammLwBs swim  OFTHOTEmn o Tblss UnmbE OsTed&semenuyw,
auoTerd  FL(BL  suTwilenuujd  Sefsdlaim  Oamhed  wpwphHwmenjsenen  BensHail
wHOYLemid, HBLYDCuTH Seuaia@Gwld  QuUTMIIY — 6IOMIDF  FTTHBIGTENH.  HTL QIS
SIeHSHHuID 2 _eaiten Qamifled (pwpwmenjsefler umiseillamer Her@ o b0 aTe (h
Amadan FlLFHwuTer FLLLSADGLULH DujsEndE Coustigul FH60 2 Halsememujd
SfBH0OTE aUPEIS ITF 2 HHCWTHHHTH6T HLIYHMB 61(hHHe0 Gousmi(Bd. OHTLHe0HMENL
uSHeQFILBUTHID, (PHES(BBEHHBTH HBISHTIRIGMET UPHEIGLBUTHID gnubBl Gu(HLD
STOSHEIBM6EN HANTLILSNE BLOUGHMNS 6I(BLLSITLTS BTLIg6en (PUROLTSHSL QUITHETTHT]TF
QwumuTlyenerF CFweoTssUUBHS (LPIQUILD.

Wsab vwemHwWTer @ LUmFmu 2 (HauTdh@GHaSDSTHI L6  (PenOWTel  Hevaild
Hmeamisen SUCuUTH BILYE BlEWha OCBTEUIgHEHHSIDOI. LTLFTMS  H60aenU
WwHHIBL @Gt Wetamenud BTl iger QUT®HMTSTIF QFWMUTLIQEN URIS6TGHHDHInIQU
OaTWemeLBWT Bievevg mBHESHTWmevBGWT LulsvBeuswiB. HTD CHFHHIOSBTEIL FHienmuied
Foigl  slalenat  Fal lgbOsmerTeugBureiml, (PYUWTEITED OFHTIOFTT HENBENLOSHM6NLI
Qupmis OamaTeusm@Hd WPwndlds CousmiB. US@ILTES BILYST  QUITHTSTIEF
GFwmurliged Grrwrsl umsailyF QFUIWD euTuillly 2 _MSEhdHGd HenL bBaimgl.

alleusmwil  uewiewemiuley,  QmbmaTensouled,  BeusnevdHeoGwTEI0  alwyeneudflH)
BousmevQFUILD W&HH6T BT QUIHMTHTIHH0 CBhgll UEIGaTlmU  6ULPMEIE S ETM6DT].
SlUTH6T 6Te0BeuTengud BTesT GQdbenyaisdleTGment.
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BTLYNG IABHWE Gaeomeusnilemwl Qupms Hmw GeusfbTHaseialeTen  E60mImaEWT 6T
e1EHGU Quilw euemors Q(HEH@IMTIHN. BLHSDH BTVHH60 DUTH6T BILIQNETEH (LPSTEUHS
Qup Fuueilydsmend CFulg 610dHEG SHIHIMIOLL HOFHWMS [BID LOMSHHAIE06M60.
SUTH6T QBHTLIBSEID 61oFH QUIHMTHTISHMEBTHS OCBTLIHS 6UPEIGD U6  LOSa|LD
uTITLL$$5BSTGHW. CeuelbrT(hHened RHEBGHW @evmimnaswiser ee0Beomengud  Unhs
BTLIged (pHeShEemend OaFwiwmm mBrer Gsl (hd O&BTETHGICMT. DIHICPEVLD  [HTL 163
AHTBTOHMS 2 _(HoUTHGHUSMHTE Ged OCFweTHs (Pemmuled UEIGaTG@GHWD  eumuiliy
2 BIBEHHGHD S HEMI.

61D (pevtelenevuiled 2 6iTenm Foumeddemed GeupmMOuIUIE 610G UHEIBTEVSG  (HMSBHT6THMm6N
Oeupplayons  BHevmBaummlas OsmeTeugTule HTWD  6160COT(HD  HLOW  IMHMIEGCBTeTET
Gousmngujeiiengl. HLD 6160BLUT(HBGHID AUHMBTHEF Fev STLUeIlysBmenF CFUILGHFIL60mLD.
BN GHGH Cahemeuwinen 61(BHHIHBTL(HHMVSH HHEUSDEG BILIQET FOITHUS 618D cuenBUT60
BT WIS QHSSHICmar. HHBUTHID BTG DHMOT 2 FFHHLLHID QFUIgH
OsmengHBHGICMET. 6T6060T  IMOFFTH6IT, UTTTEHOETN 2 MIUTSIJEH6T MHMID eJenea
aTFweoeuTHHseT oW emeeuB  BTL(BEEG (werorHflwrs  eiBurgid  QFwmduL
Gouswi(po 6101 BT B (hd OETOTHBICMEEI. [BEIGET HBEHBEG  (PpeToTHFurs
BLBSHIOBTeTaITHeNTUIET BT GUEHLDUTELTET LDHBHEHL 2 EiEmentl LeLmmIeUT 6.

BCxdwgdh saiwwmw  HBGW  BILYE  Bmmedwemwd  BLYEBTEGHWL  CarFws
SHMEVMDHHIUGHNG THTTe FhHeeT WeF @GLawLTR U Qurwl \ysTymiseieam. s
LSBT HUNTH UTMSHUID 6THHHF CF6060 (LPWedSBIDGEI. TUGUTHID LA HIL LSHSHIL 66T
BLbBH Oametepomm @BHTL(H  wwoHsmen  Biel Gal(hed OCameaTtdlar@mer. syaysefet
SigluenLuled  allLWwmsenen  SpITUBSIUTISHS 2wl  Qeiombasl  CsTeni(h
SToTemiEemen  6(BUUSTUTST  QHEUTTEVID LoHEHMET  Heaupmer LTemHuled Gament(HoF6e060
QTS

AHTETVF FhHHHaTEd QeuaiOn(hdHd HFHHIHTHMS 6ILOUTIOHID UTHISTUIGCLET 6TEIMID 61D
BT @DemPWTL &g SO0, DL6THL @HWLIUT(H WOHMID SGenmenoenulll UmgsTLGUesT
MMID DITF Hemeveu] etaiim euemaUlled Brer 2 miFlwiellsgeTCener. BHIEIG6T TLGUT(DSID
SIbS 2 _MIHujemTenul UTHSTUGUTLD.

HOTEFTTE  S&BHHATD  @auleurh SaiHIHNGL  (WWHAWDTRIH.  SpUITD  OUHLST6V
euFeOTMeNMEOBTeIL  LTFLUflwl FWEFSTWEIST, el(OWBIGET LOMMID 610G LIGRTILESED6NL
UTHIBTHSHEL 6ITLUMEnD 6T0%H SlglenL il QUITMIILTSS HHHDSTCDITD.  BHLBHHBTELHSH 60
L6V SIFGHMIGHDH 0B 6THEb (G 66N T SIOHHI0 B TETY (HbSD OxTeoOuTHeT  GUOILSIOGS
B mISEN6TLI UTSHISTHS SIUMENM GuwuBs NSNS BTLD BL6UIQEHENSH
ComGasmewiheTGenmiDd.

oigl BThH FLL FHeasHmal  UTHSTEGHW, FFaubhsF FOUTWEISMET  LoHdGLD
BOLTESIMTGW. GmAW ChroHsmbenat QUUmLWTEsS Osmasi(h @evmemndss@Gl LsdGaum)
SGDDEFTL (HhHHEN6NSF FTISHSHIUSDS gCxHemIGLom(H SILLTesry (wwmFsenen
BunOsTewiGuTgd  slalalgsdHeinma  alse _flemwn  NeoEEndE ATHE 2 LHMSWTSH
AHBHaTVME0  TVUBIL 6T,  6THTHTOLHINID DGHHMBW  Hlaaser GSLIbCumieusm@EHLD
@ L efléE UL DT LTS

DD BTTETHMBHHOBTERIHD WI(HLD SHHTLIQE SQUILMNLITHID HEMEVHITHS HTLD SL LD
OaT(hHHSLTLGLTD. SFs WHEHEHHG 2 mFHwalss BHalsshHed Caxiwll uTgisTlemL
2 miFl uhHIHuweTGenmid.

EE [ ORI FI_FH 6ot GmraE 6TEMILD O&meTenaLll Wy &L 6Hmns
BOL(PemMUILBSHINSDETHC0 10HH6T SHOUTMBHW DTHDHEG DpBT6Y 6ULDMIFETTTSH6NT.



BIEIG6T (LpeiTeNeUsHDH CBTOTNBF FLLBHHD LUKMDE MBHOBHTIO0, UHUIINSEHHHE FoHHL
uweurl @ Guwwur@h, yHw o2 wasHnCasnm Hevald Hmesmsar, GxHwgd GHTIHe0
PwpFAWresienoaml 206 GaleHHe0, oML  LeLUMBHHETMID, WOHMID  CUDILDTETISHMmS
P& fHH60, QUTHEMTHTISH YAWOSTMH UTUIFFNIGHSTHS OCHTIHEOHIL UL LIT6UeDETenUIL]
UTeUeOTHHOBUTRID BT Geombs  OsTewiL  (petalflenosaien eTeuals  LOTMM(LPLD
JMUL AI606M6V.

uwieTedt @ Lyend, WwEDFFAUL 6T euTupld (& BHLOULD, @UDHBHLOTEN (G 6010H M em 610\ T 6w
Fepald PMID UL FSHe ChrHE pF S Twussl L Chrasmiaamen HenmGeummieusnaTs
BID SFULeiiyL T @ hHESGTICMTLD.

s b &6TOL_ LTt QG (T FhSTULGHH 60 SHT60T 616018b(F) [BITL_ 19631 SHEMEVMLOGHSHI6LLD
SleMGsIUL LS. &LbH STewni(h Spei(hBeMamlen  aHTurymTd e  LFFFHenensdehd@Hs
STeysenend HTewt CHEILLE. DeIUMNHFH HOVLBISEHHGHW WHHUID U Sel[HEHHH
FHLLEIB6T 6105 FSlenmed Cmlasmereniul L g).

eievigl eTehF uFHald @TevsHHaien HTL g BensoBupren SlalmHeHHenw gHUBHHIISDHS
Bxpameuwmenr  FHLmB0Cemsveomd HNCUTH B (WHOULUGHSUULH UHISGIDET.  61HSH616)
SHMLEB6T UHLSTID 610G BTLIQET GUHLDLTSIENID LDSHEH6T 6IHTHTVHMS Dhdd (LHENMHU|L 63T
Crprad FHod HSGHHS URISILMU 6UPEISEITE 6TDTe0 DBHCHTEHEBEIBMT  HenmBGeumm
(PIQYUILOTETHT B (HBESHLD.

GHHATHHIT 2 _cuimowTer  JTHHHMmG e oforend  Wss  ChFsHmsmd
sLwuplyusnaeTs @aim Csmwrm Simethsl BIL(BU UDMIGTEN  SeVhEIeNaUITHETHEGLD
BreT Semipliy el(BoSaTCment.

2 _RIH6T SINBEUHBGHD BT

wpwewiseflear opdwel.



Independence Day Address 2022

Most Venerable Maha Sangha,

Other Religious Dignitaries,

Hon. Prime Minister,

Hon. Speaker,

Hon. Chief Justice,

Hon. Leader of the Opposition,

Hon. Ministers and Hon Governors,

Hon. State Ministers,

Hon. Members of Parliament,

Ambassadors and High Commissioners,

Secretary to the President and all Government Officials,
Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army,
Commander of the Navy, Commander of the Air Force and Inspector General of Police,
Director General of the Civil Security Department,
Distinguished Guests,

War Heroes,

All Sri Lankan Brothers and Sisters,

Beloved Children,

Throughout history, people of various nations have struggled, fought and made great
sacrifices for their right to live as dignified citizens in a free country.

In Sri Lanka too, Great Kings such as Dutugemunu, Walagamba, Maha Parakumba,
Vijayabahu and Parakumba the Sixth fought against foreign invaders at various periods
during a 2,500 year history, liberated the country from foreigners and united it.

It is now 74 years since our country finally gained freedom from 450 years of European
colonial rule. Even after independence, we had to fight for nearly three decades against
an attempt to divide this country through terrorism.

Today Sri Lanka is a free, sovereign, democratic country. We are its proud citizens.

[ take this opportunity to pay tribute to all patriots who dedicated themselves to gain full
freedom for our country facing various obstacles throughout the history, and continue
to secure the freedom so gained.

Every Sri Lankan citizen, irrespective of any community or religion, has the right to live
freely and safely anywhere in the country today. There is freedom to practice the religion



of their choice. There is freedom to hold independent opinions and express ideas. There
is full media freedom in the country. Sri Lankan citizens have the freedom to elect their
representatives through a fully democratic mechanism, and for those interested, to
engage in the political process and governance.

This is a cause for joy and pride for all of us.

As people of a free and democratic country, all of us have rights as well as
responsibilities.

The greatest benefit from freedom is when everyone fulfils their duty to the country. It
is not appropriate to speak of rights only, whilst forgetting responsibilities.

The freedom of a country is most meaningful when it is strong in social, political and
economic spheres. As much as a government, the people too have the right to actively
contribute towards this.

When steering the country in the right direction, we know that the support of each and
every person in the country cannot be expected. We are not ready to abandon our plans
for the country’s future prosperity by looking upon those who will not change. Our
objective is to do what is right by the country, and not to please everyone.

We can make our way forward successful only with a positive attitude that looks
optimistically towards the future. We can surmount the challenges we meet only if we
dedicate ourselves to a victorious journey.

Pessimists do not change the world. They do not even have the capacity for it. Those who
habitually criticize without proposing a solution to a problem do not have a vision for
the future.

A nation’s leader has to constantly face many difficulties, calamities, problems and
challenges. Leading a team towards a vision is not easy. Changing the existing ways, no
matter how good the intention is not easy either. On certain matters, both local and
foreign forces organise against us. Sometimes it may seem that everything that happens
around you is conspiring against you.

What the people expect from leaders is to manage all these crises and take the country
forward, but not to escape from problems. We have the positive mindset needed for that.
[ am always ready to provide the necessary leadership to overcome any challenge facing
the country.

The world has been changed, and will be changed by those people with positive ideas,
who dream of a future with optimism and strive to make it a reality. We see this
throughout the history.

Social progress in all developed nations has been possible due to the positive thoughts
of their leaders and the people.



Our own kings in the past built vast stupas such as Ruwanweliseya, Jethavanaramaya and
Abhayagiriya in this same positive attitude. We had an excellent irrigation technology
that created Minneriya Tank, Kala Wewa, Parakrama Samudraya and Yoda Ela. Cities
such as Sigiriya still mesmerize the world. Sri Lanka was a famed naval hub in the ancient
world. If we were able to accomplish such feats then, we ought to be able to compete
with the world in the future as well.

The most important criterion for this is the belief in ourselves.

Difficult times do not last forever. People of great resolve are needed to face difficult
times. Anyone who demoralizes another is not doing any good to the society at this
moment. Therefore all of us have an enormous responsibility to build a positive attitude
in the country to face these crises successfully.

We have faced critical problems in the recent history as well, and found solutions. When
pessimists maintained that terrorism could never be defeated in war, brave military
leaders like General Denzil Kobbekaduwa and General Vijaya Wimalaratne instilled the
positive attitude in their men that terrorism can in fact be defeated. Later, under the right
political leadership, we were able to vanquish terrorism in as little as 3 Y2 years
because we had belief in our own capabilities.

None of the crises we experience today are long-term problems. We can find solutions
to them with an optimistic approach. There is a role that each of us can play to expedite
this process. We must all endeavour to do our utmost for the country by fulfilling our
responsibilities in a proper manner.

We realized early on that the only solution to control of Covid-19 pandemic was
vaccination. Hence we have been able to provide both vaccine doses to over 85% of the
targeted population, control the disease and resume normal community life. By now, all
vaccine doses required to administer the booster to the people have been imported to
Sri Lanka.

Rather than go back many years into the past searching for reasons for the economic
problems that the country faces today, what is more relevant is to find both short and
long-term solutions for such. This is what we as a government is focused on.

We need to improve all three sectors of agriculture, industry and services in order to
strengthen the economy of Sri Lanka. Special attention must be paid on ways and means
to enhance export revenue whilst encouraging local production. While our national
policies are very clear on this stance, there should be more active participation in all
sectors in implementing them.

Investment is an essential factor in the development process of our country. While the
government is constantly working to encourage investments, we need both local
investments as well as foreign investments. Foreign investment is especially important
for large scale projects, industries requiring modern technological know-how and new
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ventures that open up global market opportunities for us. People need to be more
vigilant of those who attempt to propagate incorrect public opinion against foreign
investments, based on political motives.

We cannot accelerate economic development without encouraging entrepreneurship
and removing obstacles faced by entrepreneurs. We have a responsibility to be more
respectful and friendly to entrepreneurs who start their own businesses amidst various
vulnerabilities and provide employment and income opportunities for others as well.
Government officials should fully understand the contribution of entrepreneurs to the
country’s development and provide all assistance they require expeditiously within the
legal framework. By preventing major delays in business registration and investment
approvals, we can mobilize the entire economic process in the country.

A number of education reforms are taking place in the country to create a more
productive citizen. Every child completing school education must strive to develop a skill
or industry that can contribute to the country’s economic process. One must try to
enhance knowledge in the chosen sector and also acquire professional qualifications if
possible. In this manner, you have the opportunity to directly contribute to the country’s
economic process.

The people who shed their sweat in farmlands, factories and workplaces make an active
contribution to the country’s economy. [ pay my respects to all of them.

Expatriate Sri Lankans who provide foreign exchange to the country are a major
resource to us. We have not forgotten how they came forward for the country in the
recent past and supported us making great sacrifices. We greatly appreciate their regular
contribution to energize our economy. I invite all expatriate Sri Lankans to invest in their
homeland. This will enable you to continue to actively contribute to building the future
of the country.

If we are to win over the challenges before us and accomplish our future goals
successfully, then all of us have to make a change. We all have to make some sacrifices
towards it. As the President of the country, | am ready to set the necessary example for
it. [ am already doing this to the best of my ability. I ask all Ministers, Parliamentarians
and other politicians to act in an exemplary manner for the country at all times. If you
set this example to the people, then the majority of the people will follow you.

Forces against a national leadership that values our indigenousness and protects the
country’s sovereignty are subtly misleading the people through various false
propaganda. I urge the people of this country to always act prudently. No one can
mislead the people if they make inquiries based on fact, ascertain the truth and make
decisions.

[ have pledged as the Head of State to always protect the freedom won for the future
generations, and to safeguard the unity, territorial integrity and sovereignty of this
country. We will always abide by that pledge.



Cultural freedom is important to all communities. We consider it our prime
responsibility to preserve our thousands of years of indigenous traditions and customs,
values and identity. Steps have been taken to preserve and develop places of
archaeological value that have been subject to various threats and destroyed in the
recent past.

We are a nation that safeguards the rule of law and respects international conventions.
Although some parties have attempted to make various allegations against Sri Lanka for
narrow motives, the government has not condoned any type of human rights violations,
and will not leave room for such incidents in future either.

Under no circumstances shall we allow extremism to raise its head in this country. Today
we have secured national security as promised by the government to the people.

The people have given the opportunity for the current government to implement the
Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour Policy Statement presented by us.

There have been no changes in the policy framework we presented in regard to
identified priorities such as green agriculture, promotion of renewable energy use,
education reforms compatible with the modern world, encouragement of local
entrepreneurship, export diversification and value addition, and promotion of
technology use for a new leap in the economy.

We are committed to achieving the basic goals of a productive citizen, a happy family, a
disciplined, virtuous society and a prosperous country.

[ was given the leadership of the country at a very difficult time. In the last two years we
have had to find solutions to a number of unanticipated problems. Despite all these
difficulties, our government was able to carry out many development activities.

All the plans required for the sustainable development of the country, during my
remaining tenure are being implemented. No matter what the obstacles are, if the
majority of the people in our country are optimistic about the future and give their due
contribution, we will be able to achieve those goals.

I heartily invite all patriotic Sri Lankans to unite to build a proud nation that has achieved
the true meaning of freedom.

[ thank you all.

Theruvan Saranai.



