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Prime Minister of Sri Lanka
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Prime Minister of Sri Lanka

S@HIATD aeug Ceupm CuPD WhHHILs FalpuiFHeded

ueL  FoumeudsEhdH@E WHHUICLBW  6T1sHEG WWUSHSH  BIGISTOUS HHHHTH HIIHmS
OaremwimL.  GouswiigujeTendl. @QUewi(h SpWIBHENTH (PLY 2 6vendWD UTHUIDGeTenTHEW
Qar@ymenm QmToMlenmed BILD 61HTCHTHEIU6TEN FEUTEOHET LIGVEUTGLD.

Sigim BB umLQwblyset GumetCm Wflalemereursd UWEIETEUTHEHOIT6O 6T1oghl BT (H
EH6T  &SHATHMS Qds Bl Laiea, @am arT@rmem  QHTOMOTED  LHH6NT
GaSHATHMS BWHGH UTHdaEUUL (HeTener). BTl L SLgLuiupliLeugdnaTer @ CuTesTeTTe
o ibaemen QaT@ymenm QHTOHM 610sHEG @ReveoTdl QFUISHH. Heval, QUTHENMTSHTILD LHMILD
&HBENET  UTDHMBMUW  FHMEVSHBSIPTH  OTOOWGH. pOTeL  EHFHHHTHIHMSTE  CuTTTQl
updw BxFb 61D  umBUled BT DGO  Fleuewihl Cumal Bumeuglevemev. (WO
2 a(Ip U Fromsendd (WPeEIsEThHs CBurdew, iHmba alGubBausnHEG
o eudenmalwl  FHuled WHTOSIBSBILLL FH60 FTHEWLTN  QFLDUTHSMEMULD  [HT(LPLD
sOLUNgSHCHTD.  OCar@ymem  Osmmmis@  SHieumen  cpeim  ShHUyFsmenujd  [BILWD
weBEHHG OCupmis CasTHHHIMCTL. HTD sSoLINYSHS BFQFwpuThaeier  wpeoBo
Qar@ymenm QuTHMeImBH albul(h Weasi(hlo @wedy BlenevdE SHHOU (PIRhHIeTenG.

GaHHATD ereiuml Geump) QUDM (WPYHHIOILE FnlQUIBHEV6D. DiFH BTEHHESG BreT Geummls
Oameten  GeuemwiguiGsTeIN. DHIG6 BTD @UQEUT[H FHHHHT HISGHNID Ul mIGHS
Gouswiigws  elLwiom@d.  eteueuTOTUIMILD — GHHATHHDMETE UL  HIM — DLewT(HEH6NMTH
OxrLjFfwrs  Gumymg usGalulL CxFsdInE Bbhs FauTasGHw (PERIOSTHSHSH
QFwPOUL  (PQYULD 6TETLG| 6Te&| BLOLIHMBWTGHW. HSHATHHMETE 2 ewienowns Gurymigll
updw Gxad M eumauled BFFouremeowd 6IHTHH CurymTheusnN@G Bbhd &SHIHTSH
FHesHeo 2 _miFH GamerT@eurid.
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Prime Minister of Sri Lanka

Independence is Not Something that Ends with the Victory

This year, we celebrate Sri Lanka’s 74th Independence Day amidst many great challenges. The
challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic, which has plagued the world for two years, are not
insignificant.

Whilst historically, the people of this country had lost their freedom due to foreign invasions and separatist
terrorism, today we have lost our freedoms due to the Covid pandemic which deprived us of the
opportunity to develop the country for two years. The economy, education and livelihoods were
completely overturned. However, as a nation that has sacrificed for freedom, we cannot allow this
frustration to overcome us.

Although the world faced massive setbacks, we have also used all the positive steps taken globally to
recover from the pandemic. We have already taken steps necessary to provide the population with all
three vaccinations as a solution to the pandemic. It is this approach that has enabled us to recover from
the pandemic to a great extent and return public life to a sense of normalcy.

Freedom is not something that ends with the victory. It is something that should be won day by day, and it
is this fact that we must highlight on each Independence Day. However, | firmly believe that a nation
inspired by hundreds of years of relentless struggle for freedom, is fully capable of remaining undaunted
and facing up to this challenge as well. As a nation accustomed to unceasingly fighting for independence,
on this Independence Day, let us resolve to overcome these challenges as well.
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Mahinda Rajapaksa
Prime Minister of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka



